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Abutment
See: Alloplast.
The portion of a dental implant or a 
dental implant component that serves 
to support and/ or retain a prosthesis. 
It may consist of one or more pieces.
See: Anatomic healing abutment, 
Angulated abutment, Castable 
abutment, Custom abutment, Healing 
abutment, Multi-unit abutment, Non-
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angulated abutment, Prefabricated 
abutment, Prepable abutment, 
Temporary abutment, Transmucosal 
abutment, UCLA abutment, zirocnia 
abutment.
 

Abutment analog
A replica of an abutment usually 
incorporated within a cast for the 
fabrication of a prosthesis. See: Ana- 
log, Implant analog.
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Abutment clamp
Forceps which usually engage the 
component circumferentially used to 
assist in the positioning and seat- ing 
of an abutment on a dental implant 
platform.

Abutment connection
1. The act of fastening an abutment to 
a dental implant. 2. The interlocking, 
interfacial geometry between a dental 
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implant and an abutment.

See: External connection, External 
hexagon, Internal connection, Internal 
hexagon, Morse taper connec- tion.

Abutment driver
Instrument or device used to assist 
in the delivery and tightening of an 
abutment to a dental implant.

Abutment holder
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Instrument that provides abutment 
retention for extraoral preparation and 
polishing procedures.

Abutment impression coping
See: Acellular dermal allograft.

Abutment-implant interface
The coronal surface area of contact 
between the implant body and the 
implant abutment
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Abutment-level impression
The impression of an abutment either 
directly using conventional impression 
techniques, or indirectly using an 
abutment impression coping. See: 
Implant-level impression.

Abutment mount
Prefabricated device, usually packaged 
with an abutment, used for the transfer 
of an abutment to a dental implant 
intraorally.
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Abutment Rotation
The amount that an abutment can 
rotate when connected to a dental 
implant which can lead to prosthesis 
misfit. It has been shown that the 
marginal gaps between the abutment 
and the superstructure increased with 
the rotational freedom.

Abutment screw
A threaded fastener used to connect 
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an abutment to a dental implant. It 
is usually torqued to a final seat- ing 
position.

Abutment selection
A step in the prosthodontic treatment 
whereby a decision is made regarding 
the type of abutment to be used for the 
restoration based on dental implant 
angulation, interarch space, soft tissue 
(mucosal) height, planned prosthesis, 
occlusal factors (e.g., opposing 
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dentition, parafunction), esthetics, and 
phonetic con- siderations.
 

Abutment swapping
See: Platform switching.

Abutment transfer device
See: Orientation jig.
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Access hole
The channel in a screw-retained 
implant prosthesis giving access to the 
abutment or prosthetic screw, usually 
through the occlusal or lingual surface 
of the prosthesis.

Accessory ostium
Occasional opening of the maxillary 
sinus either into the infundibulum or 
directly in the wall of the mid- dle 
meatus. See: Ostium (maxillary sinus).
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Acellular
Devoid of cells.

Acellular dermal allograft
Allogenic skin graft, derived from a 
human cadaver consisting of a thin 
split-thickness of dermis, devoid of 
cellular content following a tissue 
preparation process.

Acellular dermal matrix graft (ADM)
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See: acellular dermal allograft

Acetaminophen
Amide of acetic acid and 
p-aminophenol, a nonopioid analgesic 
and antipyretic drug, which may be ad- 
ministered orally or rectally.

Acid-etched surface
Treatment of a surface with an acid 
in order to increase its surface area 
by subtraction. For a dental implant, 
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modifying the surface has the intention 
of enhancing bone-to-implant contact, 
enhancing os- seointegration.

See: Subtractive surface treatment, 
Appendix XX.

Activating tool
Instrument used to increase or reduce 
the retention of an attachment. See: 
Attachment.
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Actual implant length/diameter
The exact measurement of the length 
and diameter of a dental implant. See: 
Nominal implant length/ diameter.

Added surface
See: Additive surface treatment.

Additive fabrication
See: Solid freeform fabrication (SFF).

Additive Manufacturing (AM)
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 Defined by ASTM (American Society 
for Testing and Materials) as the 
"process of joining materials to make 
objects from STL files and 3D model 
data, usually layer upon layer, as 
opposed to subtractive manufacturing 
methodologies, such as traditional 
machining. The term AM encompasses 
many tech- nologies including subsets 
like 3D Printing, Rapid Prototyping (RP), 
Direct Digital Manufacturing (DDM), 
layered manufacturing and additive 
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fabrication.
See: rapid prototyping, 3D printing

Additive Manufacturing File,
(AMF) Data format proposed for 
additive manufacturing by the 
American Society of Testing and 
Materi- als (ASTM). This file will 
describe the shape and composition 
of any 3D object to be fabricated on 
any 3D printer. Unlike its predecessor 
STL format, AMF has native support for 
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color, materials, lattices, tex- ture, and 
constellations.
Abbr: AMF

Additive surface treatment
Syn: Added surface. Alteration of the 
surface of a dental implant by addition 
of material. See: Subtractive surface 
treatment, Textured surface, Appendix 
XX. **ADDM:
Abbr: Autogenous Demineralized 
Dentin Matrix
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ADM
abbr: acellular dermal matrix graft

Aesthetic Buccal Flap
See: Esthetic Buccal Flap, EBF

Ailing implant
General term for a dental implant 
affected by peri-implant mucositis, 
without bone loss. For some authors, 
an ailing dental implant is an implant 
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with a history of bone loss that is 
not progressing. Sugg: Peri-implant 
mucositis, Peri-implantitis.

Alendronate sodium
Oral nitrogen-containing 
bisphosphonate used for the treatment 
of osteoporosis. It acts as a specific in- 
hibitor of osteoclast-mediated bone 
resorption. See: Bisphosphonate.

Allogenic graft
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See: Allograft.

Allograft
Syn: Allogenic graft. Graft tissue from 
genetically dissimilar members of 
the same species. Four types exist: 
frozen, freeze-dried bone allograft 
(FDBA), demineralized freeze-
dried bone allograft (DFDBA), and 
solvent-dehydrated mineralized 
allograft. Allograft bone is processed 
and prepared by tissue banks. See: 
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Homograft, Appendix XX.
 

“All-On-4”: The All-on-4 treatment 
concept is a technique for total 
rehabilitation of the edentulous patient 
or for patients with badly broken down 
teeth, decayed teeth or compromised 
teeth due to perio- dontal disease, 
placing four implants in either arch 
where the distal-most implants are 
placed in a tilted position to increase 
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support for a fixed prosthesis usually 
placed immediately on the day of 
surgery. All- on-4 is a registered 
trademark of Nobel Biocare.

Alloplast
Syn: Alloplastic graft. Synthetic, 
inorganic material used as a bone 
substitute (See: Appendix XX) or as an 
implant (See: Implant).

Alloplastic graft
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See: Alloplast.

Aluminum oxide
A metallic oxide. 1. Alpha single 
crystal: An inert, highly biocompatible, 
strong ceramic material from which 
some dental implants are fabricated. 
2. Polycrystal: Constituent of dental 
porcelain used to in- crease viscosity 
and strength.

Alveolar
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Pertaining to an alveolus.
See: Alveolus.

Alveolar augmentation
See: Augmentation.


